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Report Highlights: 

On January 13, 2023, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India (FSSAI) issued Notification No. F. No. Std/Notifications/35.1/2021 on its public website. The 

notification was published earlier that week in the Gazette of India (official gazette) on January 11, 

2023; and pertains to the Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food Additives) First 

Amendment Regulations (2023). The notification sets new standards for basmati rice. It also modifies 

standards for dahi (i.e., Indian yoghurt), skimmed milk dahi, coconut water, formaldehyde, chocolate, 

certain food additives, and the use of processing aids in food products. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety 

and Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in. The Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, 

USDA, and/or the U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government 

of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is subject to local 

rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. [Note: Use 

Google Chrome to access the links that do not open in Microsoft Edge. Indian host sites will geo-

block site access on a rolling basis].  

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

On January 13, 2023, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI) issued Notification No. F. No. Std/Notifications/35.1/2021 on its 

public website (see, Appendix I). The notification was published earlier that week in the Gazette 

of India (official gazette) on January 11, 2023; and pertains to the Food Safety and Standards 

(Food Product Standards and Food Additives) First Amendment Regulations (2023). The 

notification sets new standards for basmati rice. It also modifies standards for dahi (i.e., Indian 

yoghurt), skimmed milk dahi, coconut water, formaldehyde, chocolate, certain food additives, 

and the use of processing aids in food products. 

 

The FSSAI concurrently published a press release along with the notification stating that it 

intends to establish standards for basmati rice to ensure its fair trade, as well as to protect 

consumer interest both domestically and abroad (see, Appendix II). The new standards for 

basmati rice, are effective as of August 1, 2023. 

 

The FSSAI is notifying standards for various types of basmati, including brown basmati rice, 

milled basmati rice, parboiled brown (de-husked) basmati rice, and milled parboiled basmati 

rice. The standards also state that “basmati rice shall possess natural fragrance characteristic of 

basmati rice and be free from artificial coloring and fragrance, and polishing agents.”  

 

FAS New Delhi advises interested stakeholders to thoroughly read through the gazette 

notification for specific details on the standards of basmati rice and for other food products, 

additives, and processing aids subject to Notification No. F. No. Std/Notifications/35.1/2021. 

 

The full text of Notification No. F. No. Std/Notifications/35.1/2021 is located on the FSSAI 

website at:  

 

https://fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2023/01/63bff642a2f30Gazette_Notification.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2023/01/63bff642a2f30Gazette_Notification.pdf
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APPENDIX I: FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS AUTHORITY OF INDIA 

NOTICATION F. NO. STD/NOTIFICATIONS/35.1/2021 
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APPENDIX II: FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS (FOOD PRODUCT STANDARDS 

AND FOOD ADDITIVES) FIRST AMENDMENT REGULATIONS (2023) 

 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


